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THE SOFT PACK
 
ERSTWHILE PIZZA DELIVERY BOYS , NOT UNLIKE THE STROKES. 

A
s band names go, it was a bold statement. For two yea rs 
- and one self-titled album - The Soft Pack's guitarist 
Matty McLoughlin and singer Matt Lamkin worked 
under a more provocative moniker: The Muslims. Their 
ramshackle indie rock won them plaudits but their name 

caused issues, including a raft ofracist YouTube comments. 
"It sucks. I mean, there's Frank Black And The Catholics and The 

Silver Jews but that word is a problem," says McLoughlin. He and 
Lamkin formed The Muslims while working as pizza deliverymen in 
San Diego, recording between shifts and skimming cash from orders 
to pay for equipment. "We bought a MacBook with the money. It was 
deserved. The owner ofthe pizza place was a dick," says McLoughlin. 

When Brian Hill (drums) and David Lantzman (bass) joined in 

November 2008, The Muslims became The Soft Pack. Their debut album 
as The Soft Pack - due to be recorded this summer - will feature all new 
songs but their first UKsingle, Nightlife, shows where they're headed, 
evoking Jonathan Richman's self-consciously dumb singalong sound. 

That love of'70S garage punk also makes comparisons with The 
Strokes inevitable. Lamkin shrugs: "They' re not the only ones who 
write simple songs." But McLoughlin concedes: "If my dentist asks 
what we sound like I say, The Strokes. I'm not going to say, Oh you 
know, we like Wire and The Modern Lovers." MIC WRIGHT 
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The Soft Pack: (from 

left) David Lantzman, 
Brian Hill,Matty 

McLoughlin, Matt 
Lamkin. One of them 

has height issues. 


